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February29,2012

Bill 10(2012)
Relating to the Useof Plastic Bags

Hearing: February 29,2012,2:00PM, Committee MeetingRob~

This testimony is providedon behalfof themorethan800 membersof
theHawaii RestaurantAssociation.

We understandtheimpetusof BililO andsupportthegoals
enumeratedin Section9-_.4(b): Reductionin theuseofplasticbags,
reductionof plasticbagsin thelandfill, reductionin litter andother
negativeeffectson theenvironmentof thecity.

However,we requestthattheBill be revisedto accommodatethose
businessesthatdo nothaveaviablealternative;in this instancethe
restaurantsin theCity andCountyof Honolulu.

Specifically,restaurantsin Honolulu rely on thesecurityandsafety
providedby plasticbagsthat is notavailablewith paperbags.The
multi-cultural mix ofour islandcuisineincludesmanyvarietiesof
liquids (sauces,gravies,toppings,etc.)thatsimply cannotprovidethe
protectionprovidedwith theuseofsuchbags.Liquidsthatwould leak
from paperbagswould presentserioussafetyissues.

As such,it is ourrequestthatcertainbusinessesbeexemptedfrom Bill
10. Thosebusinessesincludethosethatpackagelooseitemssuchas
fruits andvegetables,storesthatwrapfrozenfoods,meatsor fish,
retail outletsthatsellflowersor pottedplants,bakeriesthatuse
plasticbagsfreshbakedgoodsandrestaurantsthatusethemto
transportfresh,hot food. Thesecompanieshaveademonstratedneed
to continueusingplasticbags.

Respectfullysubmitted,

RogerMorey
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